detailed with regand ro Sullivan's
personal life and seweral of his maore
importat hghis
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Alao from the bookahaslf ...
Alfonso Teofile Brows was barn
inbo horreadous poverty in Panama

im 1902, Ar age 21, he boarded

a vessel in the Canal Fone a3 &
SIOWaAWAY, was pressed o service
peeling potatoes after

he was discovered and
jmped ship in New York
ithen the capiral of the
koxiag world),

Drurng the course of
@ J0eyear ring career,
“Panama Al™ comipiled 3
record of 129-19-13. Ins
161 hehis, he was never
knocked out. He was
treakoshly wall (5 foer 11
inches) for & bantamweighs
and was boxing's first
Hispanic world champhon
Complicating his lite, he
WS EIY

*Black Ink,” by Jose
Corpas, [Win by KO
Publications) rells the POy
of Brown's life. :

Bosang was 4 differen
woirld then. Ax l_‘.u'mg
FeORifiEs, “E_\'\ﬂ wire thumbed,
kidneys were pounded and laces
were dragped across feces entil blood
flowed. A coddled prospecr heing
fed a seady diet of carefully selected
stiffs on the way to a 20-and-0
reciord was virtually nonexistens and
mmpressed no one the few times it
ocurred, Fighters fought whoewer
was available.”

Sopial customs were different oo,
Brown spent most of his adule Efe
with one foot in and ane foot oot
of the dioser. He lived for a time 1o
Paris (where the French writer Jean
Cocrean was has lower and mAanager|,
Pt Fuﬂlpl'l]:,' o clothes and
dﬂtl-:-ped a fondness for I'h:mmm
horses.

He was often inssructed m carry

!_'.'il‘iu'

opponents, lest it become woo difficulr
for him o ger fights.

Brovwn's ring catecs wis marmed
by heavy drinking thar evolved
b cocaing and herosn use. He
contracted syphilis and, lates in life,
was arrested miltiple fimes for drag-
related and other criminal offensss.
Ihl-finl. s Bmsl year, ke ||.1'v|.-d
homeless on the sereets of New Yook,
He died in 1951 ar age 48

Corpas has researched his subject

Panama Al Brown loft evarything in
the ring.

EXEE I‘I.I-i".'E!:f, pui'i.;ul.lrl::,- in o line
newspaper archives throughout
the world, His writing is a bit
shoppy at times, and Browas many
hights tend to blur together in the
recounnng. Bur the book has a
powerifal undercurrent,

“lr wasn't just the money chat
drove Beown,” Corpas writes, " The
fecling thar consumed him when the
bell rang had no price. Whea the bell
rang, be was chief, king, the boss.
And evervone watching knew it, For
someone who was often rold char
be should be ashamed of who he
wias, that feeliag of saperionty was
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addstive, The respect and awe his
ring dominance earmed him spilled
aut inko the cabarets and streets,
where Brown was oftes the mchest,
bt farmes amd roughess man in the
rooam. When he coulda' box. be was
a poor, skissy, gay drunk."

Bux the incvitable happened.

"With cach work of arr,™ Lorpas
observes, “he left 2 piece of himself
in the I:'ih;. When ke chimbed out ol
the ring, for the last time, there was

almose pothing lefe”

i
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Claaning sut old files
i an adventure, | mever
know what I'll find.
Recently, | was poing
through some notes on a
telephone conversation

T had with Dan Goossen
YEArS 4g0,

“T'm sireeng here with
Pere Rose,” Goossen said
prouadly,

[har pigued my wmreress
becawse, among other
things, I'd beard that Rose
particzpated in several
amareur fights when he
was voung- 3o Dan put
Pere on the phane, and
I asked Major League
Baseball's all-timse career hits leader
aboust hig TiNg CXPHOITE,

"I was 14 years old,” Rose ol
me. “T had rwo fghts and lost them
both. The second one was agains
a guy who had five kids ar ringside
witching, I didn't ger knocked out.
Baur | did say ro myself, 1 better go
play ball,"™ wilp
Trismes Hassaer can be reached
by email at thawser@ren.com. His
mod recent book = “A Hard Warld:
An Imside Look ot Anotker Year in
Boxing ™ = was peblished recentiy Iry
the Umiversity of Arkansss Press, [n
£ (KM, iy Boximg Writers Associrfinn
of America bonored Hawser with
the Mad Fleucher Award for career
excellence im boomg jourmalism,



